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In-Line Citations (MLA - 8th Edition)

MLA stands for Modern Language Association, a group that has created and maintained a standardized format for how students write papers. The current MLA Handbook is in its 8th edition, and the following rules are adapted from this version of the MLA process.

When in doubt, complete explanations and examples are available online, specifically through the Purdue OWL website (see url below).
HOW TO add short quotations

To indicate short quotations (four typed lines or fewer of prose or three lines of poetry): 

1. Enclose the quotation within “double quotation marks.” 

2. Put the in-line citation after the quote, in parentheses (     ).

3. Provide the author and specific page(s) used (for poetry, provide the line numbers). 

4. Punctuation marks such as periods, commas, and semicolons should appear after the parentheses. Question marks and exclamation points should appear within the quotation marks if they are a part of the quoted passage but after the in-line citation, if they are a part of your text.

5. Later, remember to include a complete reference on a Works Cited page. 

For example, when quoting short passages of prose within a sentence, in-line citations appear:
According to some, dreams express "profound aspects of personality" (Foulkes 184), though others disagree.

According to Foulkes, dreams may express "profound aspects of personality" (184).

Remember, though, when adding a full sentence of quoted material to use proper punctuation before adding the quote, such as a comma or a colon as in these examples:

Elrond gave a warning to the nine, saying, “You do not yet know the strength of your hearts, and you cannot forsee what each may meet upon the road” (Tolkien, 294). 

Elrond stated this to the nine: “You do not yet know the strength of your hearts, and you cannot forsee what each may meet upon the road” (Tolkien, 294). 
______________________________________________________________________________

Adapted from Purdue OWL, and other sites   owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_quotations.html
stpauls-mb.libguides.com/citations/shakespearemla
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If you add a word or words in a quotation, you should put brackets around the words to indicate that they are not part of the original text. In the following example, the student added the words “who retell urban legends” to help the reader understand which individuals Brunvand was describing. 

Jan Harold Brunvand, in an essay on urban legends, states, "some individuals [who retell

 
urban legends] make a point of learning every rumor or tale" (78).

Sometimes you may need or want to leave out some of the words of the original so the quote makes sense to your reader. If you omit a word or words from a quotation, you should indicate the deleted word or words by using ellipsis marks, which are three periods ( ... ) preceded and followed by a space: 

In an essay on urban legends, Brunvand notes that "some individuals make a point of
 
learning every recent rumor or tale . . . and in a short time a lively exchange of details 
occurs" (78).
When omitting words from poetry quotations, use a standard three-period ellipses; however, when omitting one or more full lines of poetry, space several periods to about the length of a complete line in the poem:

These beauteous forms,
Through a long absence, have not been to me
As is a landscape to a blind man's eye:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Felt in the blood, and felt along the heart;
And passing even into my purer mind,
With tranquil restoration . . . (22-24, 28-30)

HOW TO add long quotations

For longer quotations that are more than four lines of prose or three lines of verse, place quotations in a free-standing block of text and do not use quotation marks. Also use this block format when citing two or more paragraphs even if the passage from the paragraphs is less than four lines. If you cite more than one paragraph, the first line of the second paragraph should be indented and extra 1/4 inch to denote a new paragraph.

1. Start the quotation on a new line, with the entire quote indented ½ inch from the left margin; Continue to use double spacing for your lines

2. Place the in-line citation after the closing punctuation mark, in parentheses (      ). 

3. When quoting poetry, maintain original line breaks.
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In-Line Citations for Shakespeare

When quoting Shakespeare, the traditional form for in-line citations has been to use capital Roman Numerals for acts, small Roman Numerals for scenes, and normal numbers for lines.   

For example, if you wanted to speak about something said in Hamlet in Act 2, Scene 2, lines 178-182, you could add the quotation and then the citation (Hamlet, II.ii.178-182).  Note: Some teachers will allow you to use the citation (2.2.178-182) but check ahead of time to know.
Remember:

· Italicize the titles of the plays – Macbeth (for the play), but do not italicize the name Macbeth when you are referring to the character in the play.

· You may leave out the name of the play if your essay is only referring to one play.

· Some Shakespearean plays have Roman Numerals as part of the titles, and these must remain as Roman Numerals (for example Henry IV, Part 1 is never Henry 4, Part 1).

With short quotes inserted add the quote and citation as normal.


One Shakespearean protagonist seems resolute at first when he asserts, “Haste me to

 
know’t, that I, with wings as swift” (Hamlet I.v.35).

If two or three lines include the quote within your text but use the forward slash to indicate the separate verses.


One Shakespearean protagonist seems resolute when he asserts, “Haste me to know’t,


that I, with wings as swift / As meditation … / to my revenge” (Hamlet I.v.35-37).

  
Notice the forward slash is separated from the text by spaces. The ellipsis (. . .) is used to indicate that some of the text was not included.
For direct quotes (long quotes or dialogue)  Quotations four lines or more, or dialogue, are formatted with a block quote. Set the quotation off from your text. Indent one inch for left margin. Capitalize the character’s name, followed by a period. Indent all subsequent lines an addition ¼ inch, and add the citation in parentheses at the end of the last line quoted, like this:

POLONIUS. Well be with you, gentlemen!

HAMLET. Hark you, Guildenstern, and you too! At each ear a hearer. That great

baby you see there is not yet out of his swaddling-clouts. (Ham. II.ii.383-386)
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Roman Numerals

Roman Numerals are represented by seven different letters: I, V, X, L, C, D and M.  These letters represent the numbers 1, 5, 10, 50, 100, 500, and 1,000. From these seven letters you can create almost any number imaginable, except 0. The Roman Numeral for two is written as 'II'; it is just two one's added together. The numeral twelve is written as, XII; which is simply X (ten) + II (1 and another 1). 

Except …

Roman Numerals are usually written largest to smallest from left to right. However, this is not always the case. The Romans didn’t like four of the same numerals written in a row, so they developed a system of subtraction.

The Roman numeral for 3 is written as ‘III’, however, the numeral for 4 is not ‘IIII’.  Instead, 4 is written as ‘IV’, using the numerals for 1 and 5. Because the 1 (a smaller numeral) comes before the 5, it means one less than 5, or 4. The same principle applies to the numeral 9, which is written as ‘IX’ or 1 before 10. Trying to figure out VIIII would be too hard and make your eyes cross. Luckily, there are only six times when this subtraction method gets used:

  ⋅ I can be placed before V (5) and X (10) to make 4 and 9. 
  ⋅ X can be placed before L (50) and C (100) to make 40 and 90. 
  ⋅ C can be placed before D (500) and M (1000) to make 400 and 900. 

Examples
Here are some more examples of Roman numerals


I
1

X
10

XIX
19


II
2

XI
11

XX
20


III
3

XII
12

XXX
30


IV
4

XIII
13

XL
40

MCMLIX  =  1959


V
5

XIV
14

L
50

The year Justice High


VI
6

XV
15

LX
60

was built – it’s a thing


VII
7

XVI
16

LXX
70

you can find on our


VIII
8

XVII
17

LXXX
80

school’s cornerstone


IX
9

XVIII
18

XC
90
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Works Cited Pages

At the end of an essay, other than just an in-class reflection or timed writing, you are to include a list of works cited. This shows a complete list of the books, articles, websites, or other texts you have quoted. By including such a list, you are keeping yourself safe from plagiarism, since you are giving credit to the sources from which you supported your claims.

A separate pamphlet on creating a Works Cited page is available and describes the process and format involved, as well as gives you an example to follow. Remember that more complete instructions and useful examples are available through Purdue’s OWL website.

Academic Honesty & Plagiarism

Plagiarism refers to the dishonest use or creation of written, visual, or sound materials. In other words, it means cheating. Plagiarism happens when:

1. You use something someone else said as if it were your own

2. You cut and paste something from a website into a paper without using a citation

3. You borrow ideas, words, images, sounds, or pictures and use them without citation

4. You reuse an assignment from one class and turn it in for another class

5. You let someone else write part or all of your assignment 

6. You copy someone else’s work and hand it in as your own

7. You discuss test questions or share test questions with other students who have not yet taken a test – either through words, or by taking pictures of a test page, or by recording a test by audio or video, or by giving answers from your test to those who may be taking the same test at a later date
In all of these cases, you have created a situation where you will be brought up on charges of academic dishonesty. In Junior High you may have been able to get away with just a warning. Things get tougher as you grow older. In High School academic dishonesty includes receiving a 0 on a test or paper, or having to completely redo an assignment. In addition, notification of dishonesty is required to be sent to parents, coaches, and all of your other teachers so they know you have not been honest. This means all of your work in other classes will be watched more closely the rest of the year. Also, your participation in sports and clubs, or other extracurricular activities, may be suspended. In College, cheating means being thrown out of school, without getting a refund on any tuition payments (but you will still need to pay back any school loans you may have in full). Think about it … that’s a high price to pay for not adding citations to your work.
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Identifying Plagiarism

Plagiarism is taking credit for someone else’s words or thoughts. More specifically it is: the use by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person, without giving full and clear acknowledgment. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers ... (UDC)
So this means you can’t just cut and paste something you found on the internet into your paper without saying where you found it. Nor can you paraphrase – change some of the words – and use what you have found – without a citation. And of course using those internet sites that promise to write a paper for you to hand in as your own work is a form of plagiarism.

This last example is a reminder that plagiarism is one part of a larger issue called “Academic Honesty,” a name that also covers helping or receiving help from others on work you pass in for a grade, and reusing work you have passed in for credit before. For a full understanding of the FCPS policy on Academic Dishonesty and its penalties, please see the attached form.

Citations

You are allowed, in fact, you are encouraged, to use information you have found in books and on the internet in your papers. You simply need to add quotation marks around the words you have borrowed (directly or paraphrased) and add an in-line citation at the end of the quote to identify the source. Cutting and pasting is fine, if you give the author credit. 

Intellectual Property

Please note that plagiarism happens not only when you borrow some words from a book or website. Words and ideas can be plagiarized from many places, like a song, TV show, movie, commercial, or video game. All forms of intellectual property have to be cited when you use them in your papers. Remember: no one wants to stop you from using things you found in other sources; we encourage you to use ideas you have found to support your work in your papers. Simply add quotation marks and a citation to show where you found the original. 

Common Knowledge

You are allowed to use information that is considered “Common Knowledge” without a citation. For instance, if you were writing about Abraham Lincoln and wanted to state that he helped to end slavery in America, you would not need a citation even if you read it in a book or on an internet site. This is something considered “Common Knowledge.” What makes something “Common Knowledge?” According to one source, Common Knowledge refers to information:

· You would find without citations in three or more places (internet sites, books, etc.)

· You have good reason to believe your readers already know this information

· You believe it is commonly known among people familiar with this area of knowledge
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Types of Plagiarism    (see charts for in-depth descriptions)

Missing Citations

“The Ghost Writer” or Clone

The writer turns in another’s work, word-for-word, as his or her own. 

“The Photocopy” or CTR-C

The writer copies significant portions of text straight from a single source, without alteration. 

“The Poor Disguise”  or Find-Replace

Although the writer has retained the essential content of the source, he or she has altered the paper’s appearance slightly by changing key words and phrases. 

“The Potluck Paper” or Remix 

The writer tries to disguise plagiarism by copying from several different sources, tweaking the sentences to make them fit together while retaining most of the original phrasing. 

“The Self-Stealer” or Recycle

The writer “borrows” generously from his or her previous work, violating policies concerning the expectation of originality adopted by most academic institutions. 

Fake Citations

“The Perfect Crime”  or Hybrid  

The writer properly quotes and cites sources in some places, but goes on to paraphrase other arguments from those sources without citation. This way, the writer tries to pass off the paraphrased material as his or her own analysis of the cited material. 

“The Mix ‘n Match Paper” or Mashup

The writer has mixed quotes from many sources in a way that does not match up, and has neglected to cite any of the originals. It’s just a mess.
“The Misinformer” or 404 Error
The writer mentions an author’s name for a source, but neglects to include specific information on the location of the material referenced. This often masks other forms of plagiarism by obscuring source locations.
“The Resourceful Citer” or Aggregator 

The writer properly cites all sources, paraphrasing and using quotations appropriately. The catch? The paper contains almost no original work! 

“The Too-Perfect Paraphrase” or Retweet

The writer properly cites a source, but neglects to put in quotation marks text that has been copied word-for-word, or close to it. Although attributing the basic ideas to the source, the writer is falsely claiming original presentation and interpretation of the information.

Document provided by Turnitin.com and Research Resources
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FCPS Honor Code

Cheating and plagiarizing are inappropriate behaviors and shall result in disciplinary action as outlined in Regulation 2601, Student Rights and Responsibilities Booklet. The expectation is that each student maintains academic integrity at all times.

_____________________________________________________________________________

In FCPS schools, students may be asked to take this pledge: “On my honor, I pledge that I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this assignment or test.”
______________________________________________________________________________

What is academic integrity?

1. Giving proper credit to the ideas, opinions and work of others by using in text citation

 or works cited. If you do not cite, you are cheating.

2. Completing all formative and summative assignments independently.

3. Student will avoid the following:

· Copying assignments, papers or tests from other students (past or present)

· Letting others copy one’s assignments – this is called collusion.

· Sharing information about quizzes or tests with peers who will be taking it later.

· Using unauthorized notes or study guides.

· Presenting someone else’s ideas as one’s own.

Rule of thumb: If a student is being graded individually, a student submits her/his own work.

Consequences for violation of Academic Integrity include the following:

1. Teacher will make a phone call to parent (Required)

2. A documented referral will become part of the student’s Honor Code File (Required)

3. A Student/Teacher/Family/Administrator Conference will be held

4. If the dishonesty occurred on a Summative Assignment (Test, Quiz, Essay) – the student will earn a zero on the assignment. A teacher will offer the student a chance to complete an alternative assignment but the original zero will stand.

5. If the dishonesty occurred on a Formative Assignment (Classwork, Homework) – the student will earn a zero on the assignment. In addition, the student will not be eligible for a retake of the unit summative test.

6. All Honor Societies, clubs, and athletic coaches will be notified and will take action according to their policies and may include probation, suspension, or removal.

7. The Administration may notify all the student’s teachers.

8. Restorative Procedures may apply.
Wording adapted from     justicehs.fcps.edu/academics/honor-code
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Hear Me Roar: The Role of Woman in Homer’s The Odyssey





The intelligent and cunning Penelope in Homer’s The Odyssey suggests the importance of women in the ancient Greek culture. Penelope manages to hold her own, facing the numerous obstacles that arise while Odysseus is gone. 


Among these obstacles, Penelope manages to outwit the many suitors who desperately seek her hand in marriage. Antinous, a suitor, remarks: “Here is an instance of [Penelope’s] trickery” and goes on to explain how Penelope said she would marry when she finished Odysseus’s burial shroud, but the suitors later learn that she unraveled the shroud at night (line 96). Determined not to be forced into an undesired marriage, Penelope convinces the suitors to leave her alone until she finishes the shroud, yet she never intends to finish it. Later, Penelope outwits the suitors once again with the test of the great bow. While Penelope is not able to prevent the kingdom from deteriorating in Odysseus’s absence, the fact that she is been able to elude the suitors’ advances with such intelligence supports the importance of women in the ancient Greek culture.








       The intelligent and cunning Penelope in Homer’s The Odyssey suggests the importance of women in the ancient Greek culture.
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