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Hints: Thesis Statement in 5 Steps

A Thesis Statement is your organizing principal for your essay. 
It’s more than an introduction. Your Thesis Statement (TS) is your structure, your foundation. It’s a map to show you where to go next. It’s the skeleton connecting all the other parts. 
It’s a big deal.
Creating one does not need to be hard, though. You just need to take a moment and think about what you want to say, how you decided you were right, and why this matters to anyone.  
What, How, Why. That’s all there is to it. So here is a template you can use – a format that lets you fill in some blanks and come up with a good Thesis Statement. This process will work for most papers you will write in the future so listen up:
______________________________________________________________________________
1.  Start with some Thematic Concepts – one word thoughts about the text.
2.  Pick one or two of these Concept words to use, based on how much evidence you can find. 
3.  Look for evidence in the text of these Concepts – look for motifs or other literary devices.
4.  Write a one sentence opinion about what the author is saying about these Concepts – but make sure your sentence is universal, not specific to this one text. This is a Literary Theme.
5.  Next use the Concepts, Evidence, and Theme to fill in the blanks of the Thesis Template.
______________________________________________________________________________
Hey! Don’t give up yet. Here is an example to show how to do this, using SpongeBob. Think about SpongeBob, that loveable fellow who “lives in a pineapple under the sea.” Well actually, he lives in the sea because you can’t live under it … without living in the rocks. So what do you know about SpongeBob? Then think about examples of what he has said or done that could help you prove to someone else what you know about him. Think of your reader as a [person who has never met or heard of SpongeBob. 

1.  Start by brainstorming. Think about SpongeBob. What words come to mind? These one word ideas are called Thematic Concepts – they are a nice and easy place to start.

SpongeBob is 			adventurous		naive		childlike	optimistic
				optimistic		silly		annoying	friendly
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2.  Pick one or two of these Concept words to use, based on how much evidence you can find. For example, I’ve chosen optimistic because that should be easy to prove. And there are lots of examples of SpongeBob being adventurous. 

SpongeBob is 			adventurous and optimistic


3.  Now look for the evidence in the text of these Concepts – look for motifs or other literary devices. Think about all the times when SpongeBob has been adventurous or optimistic. What evidence could you give to convict him of these charges? How could you convince someone who has never seen SpongeBob that he is optimistic?

SpongeBob is 		A.  always saying “I’m Ready” and “Yes”  so that’s a motif of optimism
			B.  always thinks he is going to pass his driving test, even though he fail
			      so that is a form of repetition

	
4.  Write a one sentence opinion about what the author is saying about these Concepts – but make sure your sentence is universal, not specific to this one text. This is a Literary Theme.

SpongeBob has an optimistic outlook on life even though bad things happen to him.

	BUT WAIT – make this Literary Theme universal:

Being optimistic means being ready for anything, no matter how many challenges have to be faced, or how many failures are experienced.

5.  Next use the Concepts, Evidence, and Theme to fill in the blanks of the Thesis Template.

Use the Template:       In the  type of text   “  Title  ”  by   Author’s Name    , 
			the author describes     Literary Concepts     through his/her use of 
			  one set of motifs/lit devices   and his use of  another set of motifs  .
			The author does this to describe   Literary Theme    .

Example:		In the TV cartoon “SpongeBob Squarepants,” the creators describe
			the wonderful value of being adventurous and optimistic through the
		          	motif of SpongeBob’s stated optimism and the repetition of his confidence
			that he will pass his driving exam. The creators do this to describe how
			being optimistic means being ready for anything, no matter how many 				challenges have to be faced, or how many failures are experienced.
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OK -- One Last Hint?


Remember at the start I said a Thesis Statement is simply this: What, How, Why? 
OK, maybe not. But let’s use this to make it all simpler.

In your Thesis Statement you will tell me 

	WHAT		What you think about your topic – what you want to convince me of

	HOW		How the text proves that what I have said is true

	WHY		Why this matters to anyone reading the text

In the SpongeBob example we had these pieces:


	WHAT		In the TV cartoon “SpongeBob Squarepants,” the creators describe
			the wonderful value of being adventurous and optimistic

	HOW		through the motif of SpongeBob’s stated optimism and the repetition of 				his confidence that he will pass his driving exam.

	WHY		The creators do this to describe how being optimistic means being ready 				for anything, no matter how many challenges have to be faced, or how 				many failures are experienced.


By this point, either I have forever ruined SpongeBob for you, or perhaps, I have shown you how any text, even a cartoon, can illustrate Themes that are important to people anywhere.
[image: IAm Ready Sponge Bob GIF - IAmReady SpongeBob Running - Discover ...]
Who knew?

Now the only question is are you ready? 
Just say, “I’m ready, I’m ready, I’m ready.” 
Everybody all together now.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
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Hints: Outlining Your Paper

Once you have your Thesis Statement you have your map for the rest of the paper. Trust the process here folks. Spend the time to get your Thesis Statement right and the rest of the paper will be well-organized and much EASIER to write. Here is the basic, sentence by sentence format for the paper. I will show how all this connects to the Thesis Statement on the next page. For now notice the pattern. 

Paragraph 1	This is the Thesis Statement and some kind of introduction, called 
		The Hook (Attached is a cheat sheet for how to write hooks).

Paragraph 2	Topic Sentence
		Hug evidence from text by giving context, speaker, plot clues
		Quote 1 (Citation)
		Hug evidence by explaining why this quote matters to your Thesis
		Hug additional evidence from text by giving context, speaker, plot clues
		Quote 2 (Citation)
		Hug additional evidence by explaining why this quote matters to your Thesis

Paragraph 3	Topic Sentence
		Hug evidence from text by giving context, speaker, plot clues
		Quote 1 (Citation)
		Hug evidence by explaining why this quote matters to your Thesis
		Hug additional evidence from text by giving context, speaker, plot clues
		Quote 2 (Citation)
		Hug additional evidence by explaining why this quote matters to your Thesis

Paragraph 4	Topic Sentence
		Make a Global Connection (Text to Text / Text to World)
		Hug evidence from outside source by giving speaker and context
		Quote 1 (Citation)
		Hug evidence by explaining why this quote expands the universal nature of your
 			Thesis Statement

Paragraph 5	Conclusion Topic Sentence (Never starts with “In conclusion!”)
		Reminder of how you have given evidence to prove your Thesis
		Offer a Counter Argument (“Now some may claim that …, but …”) 
		Finish by restating – not repeating exactly – your Thesis Statement
		Add a closing Hook to connect back to how you started (called a chiasm)		
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I know this seems overwhelming, but it’s simple once you put the map in front of you. So we start here with the Thesis Statement we have written:

In the TV cartoon “SpongeBob Squarepants,” the creators describe the wonderful value of being adventurous and optimistic through the motif of SpongeBob’s stated optimism and  the repetition of his confidence that he will pass his driving exam. The creators do this to describe how being optimistic means being ready for anything, no matter how many challenges have to be faced, or how many failures are experienced.

Concept:	the creators describe the wonderful value of being adventurous and optimistic
Lit Device 1:	the motif of SpongeBob’s stated optimism
Lit Device 2:	the repetition of his confidence that he will pass his driving exam
Lit Theme:     being optimistic means being ready for anything, no matter how many
 		challenges have to be faced, or how many failures are experienced.

This comes back apart into pieces you can use and reuse in your paper. So now the Topic Sentence for Paragraph 2 uses the Concept word and Lit Device 1:

In the popular TV show SpongeBob the main character is shown to be adventurous and optimistic by being always ready to say “Yes” to any new adventure.

Now you add in two pieces of evidence from the show:

For example, SpongeBob can be heard repeating his favorite words, “I’m ready,” over and over again from one episode to the other. This shows he looks forward to each new adventure that awaits, even after so often being unsuccessful in previous episodes. He seems ready to face new adventures no matter what. Then again, the creators use a motif of optimism as SpongeBob greets each new challenge with the simple word, “Yes.” Here too, SpongeBob shows that being optimistic means being ready and willing to take on new challenges.

Notice the use of transition words to tie things together (For example and Then again). Each piece of evidence is hugged with an introduction before, and an explanation after – though in this case direct quotes are so small as to not follow the pattern in No Red Ink of using Context sentence / Speaker / Listener / and Plot Clue before adding the quote.

This paragraph ends with a reference back to the Literary Theme in the Thesis Statement – using similar vocabulary but not repeating it word for word.
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For Paragraph 3, repeat the process for Topic Sentence, Evidence and final sentence by using the same Concept word, but here adding in Lit Device 2. 


Paragraph 3 Topic Sentence:

SpongeBob’s optimistic outlook takes him on other adventures, such as his often repeated challenge of learning how to drive. He has failed this test so many times, and in so many wonderfully terrible ways, it is amazing he continues to have confidence as he steps up to take the test yet again. 

Adding in other evidence here would be helpful, perhaps even mentioning how the creators use repetition as well for SpongeBob’s hobby of jellyfishing, even though he is often stung by the jellyfish. Just remember to add two pieces of evidence with HUGS! Then, finish with a reference to your Literary Theme as we did in Paragraph 2 above.



Paragraph 4 is all about finding another source / text to help discuss your theme. Here is a chance to tie SpongeBob’s evidence of optimism to someone else’s – perhaps that of Civil Right’s Leaders, or South Africa’s President Mandela, or an athlete’s optimism in overcoming a great challenge. Make sure to keep the Concept in your Topic Sentence, and mention the Literary Theme in your final sentence.



Paragraph 5 is a conclusion where you explain how you have proven your point. Recap how the evidence Lit Device 1 and Lit Device 2 have proven your Thesis. Then add a counter argument, and finish by restating (not repeating) your Thesis / Literary Theme.

For Example: 
I think it is clear from all that I have shown that SpongeBob is a good example of optimism. Through the way the creators use a motif of optimism in SpongeBob’s own affirmation (his repeated statements of “I’m ready” and “Yes!”) and the repetition of SpongeBob’s accepting challenges like passing his driving test and jellyfishing, we see that optimism is a willingness to persevere despite challenges and failures. Now so may say that SpongeBob is a poor example, as a naïve and flat cartoon character. But the lessons children learn through his character can be seen as well in the characters of real-life heroes like Nelson Mandela, whose struggle for freedom, lasting over 20 years in prison, show how optimism can lead anyone to continue on in hope of success regardless of the failures along the way.   
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See how the conclusion finishes with a strong restatement, not repeat, of the Literary Theme in the final part of the Thesis Statement? You want to finish with your strongest statement. The only thing you might add on would be a final connection back to an opening Hook, of you used one in the Introduction / First Paragraph. If not, you’re good ending here.  



______________________________________________________________________________


Other hints documents

In your RTS Cheat Sheets / Text Book there are more hints about
	
		organizing and writing longer papers  (Section 5, pages 3-6)
		writing hooks and using different organizing strategies (Section 8, pages 3-4)
		sentence starters for how to talk about texts  (Section 3, pages 4-5)
		transition words to help hold your paragraphs together  (Section 8, page 7)
		

You may also want to look again at how to Hug your Quotes with the NRI Hints pages
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